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The HOIIOIZ.HO Michael K Powell 
chavmao 
Fcdaal Commnnjcatiom Commifision 
44s 12th skeet, S.W. 
Wadington, D.C. 20554 

Re: IB Docket No. 99-8 1 (2 GHz MMS Savice Rules) 

Dear chairman Powell: 

Rural Americans hughout tho wun+~~, including may of ow eOnstihlEats, a-e atill 
awuithg the iutduction of broaand &ccs. The Commissioq r0cogniZing thih problem, has 
docared spechum in the 2 GHz baud far Mobile Sktsllits Service C'MSS") aud is oumntb 
w ~ g  tow=& issuing liccns~s to tho iim set of apptimts. The m c c c s s ~  operation of MSS 
systems will bring to unserved and undasavd ma, the 8amc advanced commuuications 
capabilities available to urban users and will enhance the capabilitias ofpublic s a f e  and 
milimy persollnel. 

It ha5 come IO our aneDtiou that the CommiSmon bas been asked lo authorize ancillary 
tenmhial use 89 a complemmt to 2 GH3 MSS. It is OUI undmtandiug that it may be necessary 
M p v i d c  2 Q& MSS mk d b  thc flhbilityto cngagc in ancihy tms~d servics in 
order to e- the f i n d  viabiIity ad the & c i d  use of 2 GHz sp- by MSS opcraton - 
- a concept the C d n i o n  bas dorsed previously with rcspeot 10 othcr satellite service. Two 
GIL MSS operatom wilI not be able rn attract the bib- of dollam in Enancial capital nacasay 
to build aud launch tMr sptoms withour rhs abiliry to mzrimize thoL spectrum &aioncy 
through an andhy temshial component; Therefore. millmy teaestrial servica p.iu anhnca 
thc.ability of MSS operators to g e e  curornets by improving the economics of MSS. Tkis 
proposal does not tq&y alloation of ndditiod spectnrm or sharing among diflerent liacnsscs. 
Addtionally, M a l  a m i c e  would be dowcd anly afw wmmercial opeation of &e barcllita 
smicc  and in a manner consistent withpdor Commission decisiom on wmbhed we Vta,  

psrmitted to provide ancillary tureStrial aorvico, 2 OHz MSS operacon will bc ubk (0 p v i d e  
ubiquitous global wrmectiviry. Since millions of Americaus who live in nual mas CUC~&. 

have no mobile Mice or (lata r&o% an MSS network will be theu best, if not thair only choice 
'for fast digital conneolions. In addition, military, maritime. rccrcationd, and public s a f e  

MSS systans have tho Unique abilityto uccornpliah a host of public policy gods. If 



dll beneff t ham MSS covmage of rural STW. In the case of a natural d i w  or other crisis, 
Mss may provide the only communications link for mililary, raaritimC, and public; safety 
p m e l .  wd recreational urn. 

If the 2 GHz MSS serfice is ta s u d .  the Commission must d&dS the issue 85 quickly 
88 psiblc, bcrausa applicants m o t  begin in earnest 10 raise tho enormow sum necassxy 10 
&sign, build, and deploy their sy$iams when thcy do not yet have ticansea and kcy 8 9 p m  of tho 
savicc rules ramain under raconsideration Fuahar delay may be tantamo&t to denial. 
Tharefm, we urge you to move as quickly a9 posaible to dwide the request KI add an ancillary 
I8115trial component to 2 GHz MSS swrice. 

n i t h  bost wishas. 


